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Jimbo’s Community Nursery Curriculum
Introduction
At Jimbo’s Community Nursery, our curriculum is designed to provide children with the knowledge, skills and experiences they need to explore, understand and make sense of the world around them.
We believe that children learn best when they feel safe, secure, happy and motivated. We provide a high-quality, inclusive learning environment where children are supported to develop through play-based experiences, both indoors and outdoors.
Our curriculum is based on the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework and is designed to meet the needs of all children, recognising that every child develops at their own pace and in their own unique way.

Curriculum Intent
Our intent is for all children to leave us as confident, curious and capable learners who are well prepared for their next stage of learning.
We aim for children to:
· Develop a strong sense of self and an understanding of how to keep themselves safe
· Build positive relationships and develop social skills to play alongside and with others
· Communicate effectively and confidently with both children and adults
· Develop independence and confidence in making choices and trying new experiences
· Develop early language, literacy and mathematical skills through meaningful play
· Enjoy songs, rhymes and stories, developing a love of reading and language
· Develop physical skills, coordination and control
· Explore and understand the world around them through first-hand experiences

Curriculum Implementation
We deliver our curriculum through high-quality interactions, purposeful play and carefully planned learning experiences based on children’s interests and developmental needs.
We support children by:
· Observing children in play and using these observations to inform planning
· Planning a balance of child-initiated and adult-led learning opportunities
· Creating rich, well-resourced indoor and outdoor learning environments
· Developing positive relationships with children and their families
· Supporting communication and language through modelling and vocabulary development
· Providing small group activities to support turn-taking, listening and social skills
· Using visual aids and additional resources to support communication and understanding where needed
· Using real-life experiences and community links to enhance learning
· Working closely with parents to support learning at home and in nursery
· Promoting positive behaviour through consistent modelling and language
· Supporting children’s independence in self-care and daily routines
· Celebrating diversity, different cultures, languages and festivals throughout the year
· Limiting screen use within the nursery, as we recognise that excessive screen time can be detrimental to young children’s development and we prioritise hands-on, play-based learning experiences
Over time, children are also offered a wide range of enriching experiences, including:
· Celebrating special events and festivals
· Community visits and meeting local people who help us
· Outdoor learning experiences and local area walks
· Baking and cooking activities
· Charity and fundraising events
· Opportunities to explore music, dance, art and creativity

Characteristics of Effective Learning
We recognise the importance of how children learn as well as what they learn. We support children to develop the Characteristics of Effective Learning:
· Playing and exploring
· Active learning
· Creating and thinking critically

Areas of Learning and Development
Our curriculum follows the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), which is divided into seven areas of learning:
Prime Areas
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development
· Communication and Language
· Physical Development
Specific Areas
· Literacy
· Mathematics
· Understanding the World
· Expressive Arts and Design

Assessment
Assessment is an integral part of our practice and helps us to understand each child’s progress and plan effectively for their next steps.
We use ongoing formative assessment through observation and interaction to ensure children are making progress and receiving appropriate support.
We complete:
· Baseline assessments when children start, in partnership with parents during settling-in visits
· Ongoing observations linked to development stages, interests and learning characteristics
· Progress tracking to identify gaps and inform planning
· SEN support documentation and journals where additional needs are identified
· One-page profiles when children move rooms or transition to another setting or school
Assessment is used to:
· Identify children who may need additional support or early intervention
· Monitor progress for individuals and groups of children
· Inform planning and next steps in learning
· Support statutory progress checks, including the two-year-old check
· Share progress and celebrate achievements with parents
· Work effectively with external professionals where needed
· Support smooth transitions to school

Parent Partnership
We believe parents are children’s first educators. Strong partnerships with families are essential to supporting children’s learning and development.
We work closely with families through:
· Regular communication and the sharing of information
· Home learning updates via the ParentZone app (iConnect)
· Involving parents in their child’s assessments and progress
· Encouraging families to share experiences from home
· Open and sensitive communication where we feel a child may need additional support or interventions
· Making prompt referrals, with parental consent, to appropriate external services when required
We aim to build relationships based on trust, respect and open communication, ensuring parents feel supported and involved in their child’s learning journey.
I Connect (Parent Zone App)
We aim to ensure all parents are signed up to our online learning journey via the I Connect Parent Zone app. This enables parents to securely access their child’s learning, experiences and observations from nursery, supporting their ongoing development.
Parents are able to view photographs and written observations as soon as they are uploaded, allowing them to stay informed about their child’s learning journey in real time.
We also value and encourage parents to share their child’s experiences from home. These are used to support conversations with children in nursery and help us build a fuller picture of each child’s interests, development and achievements. This shared information also supports our assessment processes.
If you have not yet signed up to I Connect, please speak to Abigail, Becky or Amy in the office, who will be happy to support you with setting this up.



Evaluation
We are committed to continuous improvement and regularly evaluate the effectiveness of our curriculum and practice by:
· Listening to feedback from parents, children and professionals
· Reviewing children’s progress and development outcomes
· Engaging in reflective practice as a team
· Attending training and continuing professional development to enhance knowledge and practice
· Completing peer observations and monitoring the quality of teaching and learning
· Identifying gaps in learning and adapting provision accordingly

Conclusion
Our curriculum is designed to ensure that every child is supported, challenged and inspired. Through high-quality teaching, strong partnerships with families and a commitment to continuous improvement, we aim to give all children the best possible start in life.


Jimbo’s Community Nursery
The Vinery Centre, 20 Vinery Terrace, Leeds, LS9 9LU
0113 467 3054    abigail.cunningham@leedsmencap.org.uk     www.leedsmencap.org.uk
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